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Several years ago, Black Book implemented the Universal Vehicle Code (UVC) to uniquely identify a vehicle’s Make, Model, Series and Body Style.  The benefit of using this code is most evident when trying to use the VIN to identify a vehicle.  In many cases, the manufacturer does not identify the Trim of a vehicle in the VIN, making an automatic re-valuation of your inventory nearly impossible.  The UVC, when used with the VIN & VIN Year, creates a unique key in our data and facilitates an automatic re-valuation of your portfolio.  (Note:  Instead of using the VIN, the UVC can also be used in conjunction with either the VIN Year Code or 4-Digit Year and Black Book Make Code to uniquely identify a vehicle.)

In an effort to make automatically updating the values of your automobile inventory even more accurate, Black Book now offers the Universal Option Code (UOC).  The UOC is a two-digit code that uniquely identifies an Add or Deduct.  When this code is used in combination with the vehicle’s UVC, it allows you to program for the automatic inclusion of any applicable option’s value.  To signal if the value of an option should be added to or deducted from the vehicle’s value, the code that precedes the UOC in the Add/Deduct file, either  A or D, also needs to be included, making the UOC a 3-digit code.

To initiate the use of the code, each vehicle should be individually analyzed and the codes for any applicable options should be added to the vehicle’s UVC.   Following is an example:

Current Vehicle’s UVC (VIN1-8, VIN Year, UVC):  1GCCS144W401  (1998 Chevrolet S10 LS Reg Cab)

Available Option Codes:  

Adds:

A06 – Sport Wheels - $125




A10 – Cruise Control - $100




A09 – Power Windows - $100



A18 – CD - $150




A3D – Third Door - $275




AZR – ZR2 Wide Stance Pkg - $600

Deducts:

D03 – Without F/Air - $750




D05 – W/O Auto Trans - $1050




D15 – 4 Cyl - $600

If D15 (Deduct for 4 Cylinder Engine - $600) and A06 (Add for Sport Wheels - $125) are selected as options for this particular vehicle, the new UVC/UOC Combination is 1GCCS144W401D15A06.

The vehicle now shows an automatic adjustment of -$475.  
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